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INTRODUCTION

Eastern Sudan - 2,000,000 speakers

Afroasiatic, Cushitic, North – 3 dialects

SOV

3 nom. cases

Bilingualism

with Arabic

Data from own

fieldwork, 

mostly tales & 

few dialogues
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STANDARD NEGATION

INTRODUCTION

 Paradigmatic asymmetry = Miestamo’s (2005) 
A/Cat/TAM type

 Imperfective, Perfective, Aorist, Perfect and 
Future, in Indicative affirmative

 But Perfective, Aorist and Perfect > Perfect in 
negative polarity

 Imperfective negative based on Perfective

 Proclitic negative particle ka= / ki=
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INTRODUCTION

STANDARD NEGATION
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MOODS AND DEPENDENT CLAUSES

INTRODUCTION

 Other moods and clause types: 

• ba= / bi= + stem ablaut and inflection: “Optative” 
• baː= / biː= + stem ablaut (and inflection):  

Prohibitive + simultaneity converb
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NEGATION OF STATIVE PREDICATION 

 No special negator

 Similar to standard negation, and negation in 
dependent clauses

POSSESSIVE

 biri ‘have’ (different from existential)

 Defective: no Perfective, Aorist used instead
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NEGATION OF STATIVE PREDICATION

EQUATIONAL, PROPER INCLUSION AND ATTRIBUTION CLAUSES

 Affirmative: enclitic copula

 Negative: verb ak ‘be, become’, with 
appropriate negative particle

EQUATIONAL
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NEGATION OF STATIVE PREDICATION

PROPER INCLUSION

ATTRIBUTION
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NEGATION OF STATIVE PREDICATION 

 2nd most frequent type of Velisinova (2013) 
(i.e. no special negative existential)

 Only two functions: existence and location

 Three locative verbs: faj, haj and daː ‘be there’

 TAM marking

 haj: no perfective, imperative and 1SG 
Imperfective

 faj: cannot be negated

 None can be used as short answer or privative

EXISTENTIAL
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NEGATION OF STATIVE PREDICATION 

EXISTENTIAL



12

NEGATION OF STATIVE PREDICATION 

 Same constructions as existential

 But restrictions on use of daː, mostly for 
abstract notions

LOCATIVE
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PHASAL NEGATION

 Not obligatory

 Rare in natural data

 Three constructions: han ‘also’, ʃaːwi ‘again’, 
ʔagija ‘anew’ + negative verb

 han and ʔagija precede the verb

 ʃaːwi follows the verb
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PHASAL NEGATION
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NON-CLAUSAL NEGATION

NO

 Dental click or full paradigm of Imperfective 
negative of ak ‘be, become’



16

NON-CLAUSAL NEGATION

NO

 Means ‘no’ in negative replies to negative
polar questions
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NON-CLAUSAL NEGATION

WITHOUT

 Three constructions, depending on category 
of scope

 Particle anu ‘without’ with nouns
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NON-CLAUSAL NEGATION

WITHOUT

 Before motion verbs: General converb of ʔiʃ
‘let’ when scope on zero 3rd pers. pronouns

 Negative simultaneity converb when clausal 
scope
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INDEFINITE PRONOUNS

 No indefinite pronouns proper

 Generic noun naː ‘thing’ and numeral gaːl
‘one’ / PL gaːli / gaːl naː (for animates)

 gaːl cannot be used in negative utterances

 naː or tak ‘man’ are used instead with a 
negative verb, depending on syntactic function
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INDEFINITE PRONOUNS

SOMEBODY
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INDEFINITE PRONOUNS

NOBODY
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INDEFINITE PRONOUNS

SOMETHING

NOTHING
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EMPHATIC NEGATION

 “Ordinary” negation often used with positive 
value as understatement



24

EMPHATIC NEGATION

 => Emphatic/contrastive negation with 
auxiliary rib ‘refuse’ + verbo-nominal form

 Limited to Perfective
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EMPHATIC NEGATION

 If biclausal, first verb is either a masdar or the 
general converb

rib has full paradigm
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SCOPE

 In complex utterances, scope of negation is 
only on clause with negative verb
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CONCLUSION

 Paradigmatic asymmetry of SN (TAM), 
historically conditioned for Imperfective

 SN indicative ≠ mood & in dependent clauses

 Imperative ≠ from Prohibitive (2nd most 
frequent type in WALS) in 1 verb class

 Prohibitive marker = negative of nonfinite verb

 Phasal negation and indefinite (negative) 
pronouns not grammaticalized, various 
strategies



28

CONCLUSION

 No special negator for stative predication

• Equational = proper inclusion = attribution 
clauses: categorial asymmetry

• ≠ from possessive predication

• ≠ from existential/locative predication

• Three locative verbs, with restrictions on polarity 
for one, on TAM for another, and on semantics for 
the third
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CONCLUSION

 Three strategies for ‘without’ depending on 
category of scope

 Very different from other Cushitic languages

 No influence of Arabic, or Nubian
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Thank you!


